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SUBJ: ARMS TRANSFER POLICY, TALK WITH TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
REF: STATE 207984 

1 . AS INSTRUCTED I SAW FOREIGN MINISTER HABIB CHATTY TODAY 
FOR RATHER LENGTHY DISCUSSION ON SEVERAL SUBJECTS, CHIEF BEING 
PRESENTATION OF U.S. POLICY REGARDING ARMS TRANSFER. I TALKED 

AT LENGTH WITH HIM REGARDING PROCEDURES WE HOPED GOT WOULD BE 
AGREEABLE TO INSTITUTING AIMED AT GUARANTEEING CIVIL CONTROLS 
BY US AND HOST GOVERNMENTS OVER ARMS TRANSFER POLICIES. I 
LEFT WITH HIM A DIPLOMATIC NOTE AND ATTACHED COPY OF PRESI- 
DENT CARTER'S MAY 19 POLICY STATEMENT. 

2. FROM TALKING PAPER I MADE POINTS SUGGESTED IN REFTEL 

AND FOUND CHATTY ENTIRELY RESPONSIVE. WE BOTH AGREED WE HAD 
ENCOUNTERED NO PROBLEM IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS REGARDING 
U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE, BUT BASIC AIM OF NEW U.S. POLICY 
IS LAUDABLE AND OUGHT TO BE FOSTERED. WITH AMERICAN DESK 
OFFICER PRESENT AS NOTETAKER WE WORKED OUT PROCEDURES FOR 
INITIATING FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS REGARDING ANY NEW MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE MATTERS. CHATTY INDICATED THAT OUR DESIRE TO KEEP 
COMMUNICATIONS IN DIPLOMATIC CHANNEL WERE UNDERSTANDABLE AND 
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HE SAW NO PROBLEM WITH ADDITIONAL "LAYERING" ENTAILED. 

3. 1 EXPLAINED THAT CHUSLOT WOULD BE IN CONTACT SEPT. 12 
WITH SENIOR MOD OFFICIALS TO ENSURE NEW MODALITIES UNDER- 
STOOD BY BOTH MOFA AND MOD. CHATTY WAS AGREEABLE. 

4. 1 REMINDED FONMIN THAT GOT HAS OPTION OF CONDUCTING 
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MAP COMMUNICATIONS THROUGH ITS WASHINGTON EMBASSY, IF DESIRED. 

I ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT MY GOOD FRIEND AMBASSADOR HEDDA IN 
PAST HAS OFTEN TALKED IN WASHINGTON ON MAP MATTERS WHEN NOT 
COMPLETELY AU COURANT WITH DEVELOPMENTS IN TUNIS AND WITHOUT 
KNOWLEDGE OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN EMBASSY/USLOT AND MOD. CHATTY 
AGREED SMILINGLY AND INFORMED ME THAT, PRECISELY FOR THIS REASON, 
AMBASSADOR HEDDA HAS BEEN ASKED TO RETURN TO TUNIS OVER COMING 
WEEKEND FOR FULL BRIEFING OF POLITICO-MILITARY MATTERS. I 
SAID I THOUGHT THIS WAS ALL TO THE GOOD. 

5. COMMENT: WE WILL REPORT AFTER CHUSLOT CONVERSATIONS MONDAY 
AT MOD REACTION ENCOURNTERED THERE; HOWEVER, WE ANTICIPATE 
NO DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING COMPLETE GOT UNDERSTANDING AND 
COOPERATION IN IMPLEMENTING OF USG POLICY. 

MULCAHY 
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